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Message from Mrs McIntosh 

We’ve had a wonderful 2 weeks since I last wrote to you. Year 5 have 

been the first year group to venture out to a farm. The children enjoyed 

this immensely and the visit really supported their science learning. 

Thank you to Mrs Whitby and Mrs Thorne for organising and leading this 

visit. Hot chocolate was enjoyed all round on arrival back to school to 

help thaw out! 

There is much going on in school. We are focussing on the enhancement 

of our curriculum and are busy developing this all the time. I hope you’ve 

found the information on the curriculum letter, website and at the 

Welcome to… meetings helpful. 

In this week’s collective worship, I talked to the children about  

the important Jewish festival: Yom Kippur. Yom Kippur means  

Day of Atonement. It is the most sacred and solemn day in the Jewish 

calendar.   Yom Kippur is a day to reflect on the past year and ask God's 

forgiveness for any sins. Jews do not work or go to school on this day. 

We listened to the Bible reading of Jonah and the Whale, and how God 

tells us that we are all worthy of redemption if we show repentance for our 

sins.  

 

COTON NEWS 

Special Mentions 

went to:  

Year R: Aubrey 

Year 1: Theo 

Year 2: Jacob 

Year 3: James 

Year 4: Jack 

Year 5: Harrison 

Year 6: Isabella 

Parliament  

We are delighted to introduce our new School Parliament. Information about the newly appointed team can be 

found on the school website. The voice that pupils have should be heard. This is their school and they should have an 

input into what they think will help it be a safe place, enjoyed by all with everyone striving for  

excellence and PEACE. Mr Melville will be holding meetings with the cabinet throughout the  

year. Minutes of the meeting will be shared with children and also uploaded to the website.  

Attendance 

The updated attendance policy sets out clear 

expectations with regards to attendance. 

This is on the school website.  

This table highlights the impact of lateness to 

school. Attendance below 95% is a concern. 

If your child’s absence falls below the 90% 

then this is classed as persistent absence and 

school are required to meet with families to 

discuss how the issues with attendance can 

be addressed. Any unauthorised leave, 

including holiday can trigger a penalty notice 

from the local authority. Please avoid this 

happening and do not book holidays during 

term time. 

School term dates 2022 to 2023 (derbyshire.gov.uk) 

Thurs 13th Oct – open day and PTA disco after school 

Mon 17th Oct 2pm Phonics meeting for Reception and Y1 parents 

Wed 19th Oct Golden Dove Awards 

Thurs 20th Oct – school photos 

Fri 21st Oct – finish for half term 

Mon 31st Oct INSET day (children not in school) 

Tues 1st Nov – children return to school 

Fri 18th Nov INSET day (children not in school) 

PTA AGM Tues 22nd Nov 7-9pm @ Community Centre 

 

This week’s attendance is: 97.11% 
 

The class with the best attendance is 

the Robins in Reception with 100%  

 

Hot Chocolate 

Reward was 

enjoyed by: 

 

Caleb, Laura, 

Willow, Lily, 

Amber,  

      Elizabeth, 

      Roman, 

      Nylah, Eric 

and Charlotte 

 

https://www.derbyshire.gov.uk/site-elements/documents/pdf/education/schools/term-dates-school-holidays/school-term-dates-2022-to-2023.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wishing you all a lovely weekend. 

Mrs. McIntosh 

This week’s quiz question: 

Where in the World? 

I am the highest mountain in the UK at 
1344 metres 
I used to be an active volcano until my 
peak collapsed in on itself. 
Anyone can walk up me and  
people usually stay in Fort William 
nearby. 
 

Eco-Green House 

We are very fortunate that one of our new governors, Mrs 

Smart, is also a member of Swadlincote Rotary. Mrs Smart is 

very keen to offer additional initiatives that rotary support. One 

we are excited about is the offer of an eco-green house. These 

are made from recycled plastic bottles (2 litre size). We would 

be grateful if you could save any 2 litre size bottles  

(rinsed clean) and send in to school. We need  

2000 in total so your help is much needed! 

Recommended read 

Suitable for age 7+ 

As in the original, this Little Match 
Girl, a feisty red head called Bridie 
Sweeney, is also poor and cold and 
hungry. She makes what money she 
can by selling matches while her 
mother struggles to keep a roof 
over the family’s head, working in 
the factory where the matches are 
made. But Bridie is never going to 
accept that life can be so unfair. 
Why should the rich live in great 
comfort and the poor suffer? Bridie 
strikes back!  

Energy Saving Tip form our Eco Council 

Recipe idea for the season! 

Wondering what to do 

with the inside of your 

pumpkin? Here is a 

delicious recipe idea; a 

real winter warmer! 

Sausage, pumpkin and sage casserole recipe - 

BBC Food 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/recipes/sausagepumpkinandsag_92737
https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/recipes/sausagepumpkinandsag_92737

