
 

 
18.03.2022 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
We have now received the report from Ofsted. 
 
The school remains a ‘Good’ school, with the report highlighting positive areas including the 
teaching of maths and the behaviour and personal development of the children. The children at 
Coton really are fantastic and that their behaviour is consistently excellent. I am glad that this 
was recognised in the report. 
 
The report did however highlight three main areas for improvement which the school will 
address promptly: 

 The EYFS outdoor area 
 The teaching of phonics and early reading 
 Planning of the core knowledge we want pupils to learn across all subjects. 

 
Following the report, I wanted to outline what actions have been taken or are planned to 
address these key areas. 
 
The EYFS Outdoor Area 
This area had been out of action for too long. The pirate ship has now been removed and the 
children can access the area behind the Reception classroom – we are very lucky to have this 
fantastic space and we want to make the most of it! The children have started to use the 
resources we currently have in this area and are really excited to be out there again.  
 
In the medium term, we have secured funding from Derbyshire County Council, which, 
combined with money from the school budget, will be used to redevelop the area so that we 
can have a range of fantastic learning resources outside. We have quotes from providers for this 
work and are finalising dates and agreements. There will be a lead time of approximately 10 
weeks before the work can take place. 
 
The Teaching Of Phonics And Early Reading 
There are some inconsistencies and resource issues in phonics provision. We need to improve 
the stock of reading books we provide the children so that they are closely matched to the 
phonics sounds they are learning at school. We will continue to use the time of our phonics 
leader to support other staff and ensure greater consistency of teaching.  
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96% of our Year 2 children passed the phonics check at Christmas (delayed from June due to 
Covid) and the number of Year 1 children on track to pass the phonics check is in-line with the 
pre-Covid national average. Hopefully, the changes we implement will mean an even higher 
number of children reach this important milestone.  
 
Planning Of The Core Knowledge We Want Pupils To Learn Across All Subjects 
Since 2019 there has been a much higher expectation for teaching in foundations subjects such 
as history, geography, music and religious education. We still have work to do to ensure that 
expectations of work are high enough in every subject, that children retain prior learning, not 
just from this academic year, but from their learning throughout school. We have a clear plan of 
how we aim to achieve this and hopefully you and the children will start to notice some changes 
and improvements soon. We are making sure that we have plans in place with clear 
expectations for progression. The ‘Can You Still … ? ‘ activities the children are now undertaking 
are part of how we will ensure that the children retain core knowledge and we will be adding 
other approaches in coming months. 
 
I would like to thank you for your support and positive comments during the inspection. We are 
committed to acting on the findings of the inspection to make the school as good as it can 
possibly be.  
 
Kind regards, 
 
 
 
Ian Robson 
Headteacher 
Coton-in-the-Elms Primary School  
 
  
 
 


