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Key messages from your Headteacher… 

I write this week’s update from the warmth of my own home having been taken 

out with a nasty virus over the last week. No cough, no cold but a really strange 

combination of symptoms!  Rest assured, this is not ‘THE’ virus and I am on the 

mend now. I do wish to thank all those parents and children who have sent their 

best wishes over the last few days however.  I really hope to be back in school 

full time, come Monday. 

Pupil Absence: 

It seems ironic to start with this in light of the above but, such is the nature of 

the situation with the Cornovirus, it is important that we all keep ourselves 

healthy and limit the spread of any unwanted germs at this time.  As a school, we 

do understand that absence rates will be higher than normal, particularly due to 

the fact that levels of immunity will be much lower after a year of lockdown and 

social distancing.  However, we also have to balance this with our statutory du-

ties, and the cumulative impact that absence is starting to have on attainment, 

social and emotional skills of the children and pupil wellbeing. As educational 

professionals, we see the impact on the children first hand. Put quite simply - if 

your child is not normally off, one period away will impact far less than several 

short and incidental days here and there. In the coming days, in line with our pol-

icy, we will be writing to those parents of children who possess an attendance 

below 85%.  Please note that the normal threshold at which we would start 

writing to parents is below 94% but, at this current time, we have chosen to take 

a more nuance approach. Letters to parents, aside from encompassing the coun-

cil’s recommended format, give you a break down of all absence and any which 

are a result of COVID-19, or any associated isolation, are automatically discount-

ed.  We are here to support as always, for we all want the same thing: Happy and 

healthy children - who enjoy their school days and contribute in all its ‘festivities’ 

Parents’ Evening 

I do hope that you found your child's parent-teacher consultation useful, this 

past week.  Once again, I am really sorry that I couldn’t be on hand to field any 

questions—it was strange not to be around in my usual way.  Should you need 

any further assistance on the back of these discussions then please request a tel-

ephone call with the class teacher or, should you wish to escalate your query, ask 

to speak with the Key Stage Leader. 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday's Special Mention 

Awards went to: 

EYFS:  Alice 

Year 1:  Molly 

Year 2:  Mikey 

Year 3:  Alarna 

Year 4:  Leah 

Year 5:  Charlotte 

Year 6:  Seb 

 

Congratulations to all of 

you, keep up the great 

work! 

 

 

Challenge of the Week 

Where in the world am I? 

I am a place in the UK.  I 

have a castle with crown 

jewels inside.  There is a 

seat where Arthur likes to 

sit atop a hill and view the 

city.  The water of Leith 

flows under the iconic red, 

iron bridge before passing 

by me and entering the sea. 



Thank you for reading. 
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School Library 

After a busy fortnight back in school, it may have escaped you but our library is now open for business after school. 

We sent a letter home about this last week but it probably got ‘swallowed up’ with the interim reports issued at the 

end of the week.  If you wish to use the library with your child, between 3:15 and 4pm in the evening, you are able 

to come into school via Reception.  Do make sure you wear a mask, and that you have the correct day 

Grandparents’ Lunch 

Next week we are holding our first Grandparent Lunch in two years!  This is still my favourite event in the Coton 

calendar and it brings much joy to the faces of our children.  In support of our rise in pupil numbers, this year we 

are holding two dates for this event.  We’d ask that you come on the date most applicable to your circumstances: 

Next Wednesday we are holding the lunch for multiple Coton sibling families only, with single Coton families the 

week after.  Booking is still open, via the SchoolMoney app, until Friday and then tickets will be issued via the chil-

dren on Monday.  Please remember that each sibling group is entitled to invite a maximum of two guests. Timings 

for the day are as follows:  

11:30 a.m.      Grandparents of pupils with the surname beginning with A through to and including D. 

11:45 a.m.       Grandparents of pupils with the surname beginning with E through to and including L. 

12:00 noon     Grandparents of pupils with the surname beginning with M through to and including Z 

Key messages continued…. 

Recommended Reads 
Once you’ve read a good book, it’s a great feeling to 

share that experience with others.  Here is this week’s 

recommended read, nominated by Mrs Cresswell: 
The Tiger Who Came to Tea 

Mrs Cresswell read this to you all  

during lockdown and she particularly 

likes the fact that someone very  

special in her life, shares the same 

name as the main character. 

The class with the best 

attendance for the last 

week at school was  

Donaldsons, with the 

overall attendance of 100% 

Monday 15th November - Y1/2 

WOW Day: Trip to Beaumanor 

Hall 

Wednesday 17th November 

Grandparents’ Lunch for multiple Coton sibling fami-

lies From 11:30 am 

Wednesday 24th November — Grandparents’ Lunch 

for single Coton sibling families From 11:30  

Thursday 25th November – School Photographs 

(single portrait and sibling groups) 

Friday 26th November—Non Uniform Day (in lieu of 

a raffle prize—drawn at Christmas events) 

Last week the children walked, jogged 

or ran around the MUGA as part of the 

Morning Mile, totalling a massive 1048 

laps which, when converted, equates to 65.5 miles. 

According to Google, this number of miles is the same  

distance as if travelling from Coton-in-the-Elms to Barnsley!   


