
 

 

 

8th October 2021 

 

 

Dear Parents,  

Firstly, I wanted to thank all of you for the incredible messages of support and best wishes that I 

have received following the announcement of my news on Wednesday. I have been personally 

overwhelmed and humbled by your kind words.  I am really proud of our school community and your 

messages have been a great source of comfort at this exciting but emotionally difficult time. 

Headteacher Recruitment 

In respect of my successor, I wanted to give you an update on where we are at and the plans moving 

forward.  This week I have been in lengthy communications with both the governors and the local 

authority about sourcing the right person to lead our community in my absence. As is quite normal 

in these circumstances, between January and April there will be an interim/Acting Headteacher in 

place, and I will be working closely with them before my leaving – putting all of the essential school 

improvement plans/dates and actions in the diary, ready for them to be enacted. It is then the aim 

to have a permanent Headteacher in place for the start of the Summer Term.  I completely 

understand that all children, parents and staff will wish any announcement to be speedy, so to avoid 

causing any unnecessary anxiety or speculation.  The governors hope to announce more news on the 

situation next week but rest assured, I am personally dedicated to finding the right person to 

continue the hard work we have put in over the last few years, and an ideal person who fits with our 

vision and values. 

Library 

It was a real pleasure to welcome Andy Cope in school again this week.  Our school library was 

opened and you may have seen the pictures that we posted on social media.  Children will formally 

begin using the school library after half-term and each class will have a designated time slot to 

choose a book of their choice.  I am so pleased that we’ve been able to source new furniture, more 

book titles and a library cataloguing system. Next week, I am going to be working with our members 

from School Parliament to design some ‘Top Tips’ for using the library and we will share these with 

the other children in school.  
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Reading with Mr Smith 

Also befitting of our school improvement focus at this time, I am going to begin listening to ‘random 

readers’ starting next week.  I am really keen to lead from the front on this and promote good 

reading habits – the children enjoy reading to an adult and it will be really interesting to see how 

they are engaging with what they are reading.  You’ll know if your child has read to me by the stamp 

that I put in their reading diary. 

Parent Consultation Evenings 

Keep an eye out for a link that will be sent to you, in order to book a time slot to meet with your 

child’s class teacher and talk about their progress. Parent consultations will take place on Tuesday 

9th and Wednesday 10th November between 3:30pm and 6:30 pm.  These will be face to face at 

present, and subject to change if the COVID situation changes. Teachers will speak behind a Perspex 

safety screen and we’d ask that masks are worn also.  In line with the practice we have established in 

recent times, we will be sending home a mini report card prior to parents evening as well. This 

report will enable you to be given a ‘heads-up’ before attending.  Report cards will be sent home on 

Friday 5th November. 

COVID-19 and Illness 

There have been a number of children falling ill over the last few weeks, down to the usual 

Autumn/Winter seasonal cold rather than COVID-19.  Please can I remind all parents about the 

considerate wearing of masks on the school site, and the promotion of safe practices for regular 

handwashing with the children.  Although we are coming out of the pandemic (hopefully), we know 

that cases locally, across the border, are rising quite rapidly. We also need to be mindful that our 

resistance to bugs and germs will be down following the lockdown period in the last 18 months and 

the safety measures which have been in place. If any child has symptoms of COVID-19, i.e. a 

temperature and/or cough, please don’t assume that this is a seasonal cold/cough.  For the 

avoidance of doubt please arrange for your child to have a confirmatory PCR test – these are 

generally found to be much more accurate than the Lateral Flow Test. 

In the meantime, have a good weekend.  

Yours sincerely, 

 

Mr L Smith 

Headteacher 


