
 

 

 

13 September 2021 

 

Dear Parents, 

As we start the second full week back after the summer, I wished to reiterate a few key messages.  After 18 

months of a global pandemic, where we have had to operate very differently, it is only natural that it will 

take a while for everyone in our school community to reacquaint themselves with some of our systems and 

procedures. For some of our younger pupils, it will be a case of learning the procedures that we have 

reverted back to. 

Firstly, I do hope that you were able to join our ‘Welcome to’ meetings, today. We have organised these in 

each of the last 3 years, and they are always held a few weeks into a new school year for we know that this 

provides time for any questions to arise and then be cleared up. If you were not able to join us today, we 

will be putting all of the presentation notes on our school website. 

In respect of communication – it is worth familiarising yourself with our channels.  This, so that you don’t 

miss out on key information.  All email addresses that have been provided to us by parents, with their 

consent, have been set up to receive automatic alerts when new content is added to the website.  If, for 

some reason, you are not receiving email alerts then contact the school office and we can look into it for 

you.  Equally, if you change your email address, please let us know and we can set up alerts to the new 

address.  

For all individual concerns or queries, I wish to remind you of our escalated response – this to ensure that 

you feel listened to and your questions are answered in timely fashion: 

 STEP 1 – Speak to the class teacher – Face2Face when on the yard or at pick-up time, or by 

requesting an appointment.  If you wish to communicate via email, please do this through the 

school office on schooloffice@coton-in-the-elms.derbyshire.co.uk. Please avoid emailing the class 

teacher direct.  This, so that we can be sure your query is received promptly. 

 STEP 2 – Escalate to the Key Stage Leader – Mrs Smith is the leader of KS1 & Early Years, Mrs 

Weston (our Deputy Headteacher) is the leader of KS2.  Escalate if you feel that a previous query 

has not been addressed or you feel further discussion is needed. 

 STEP 3 – Escalate to Mr. Smith.  Again, catch me on the yard, email or phone via the school office.  

Please make sure that all email communication goes to the schooloffice@coton-in-the-

elms.derbyshire.sch.uk address. 
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A number of parents have asked about the Morning Mile.  From tomorrow, we intend to reinstate the 

Morning Mile, in the same format to before the pandemic.  At 8:50 am, the whistle will blow and any 

children who wish to participate are to come onto the MUGA and walk, run, jog or skip around the edge.  

16 laps of our MUGA = 1 mile but we know that many of our children will take a few days to accumulate the 

1 mile distance.  We are working on a system for use in school, where children can keep track of their 

distance achieved.  

I wanted to mention our approach to the issuing of independent reading books this year.  As you will 

already be aware, Reading is a school improvement priority for us in the coming months and we are putting 

all of our efforts into supporting independent reading and understanding – where an adult isn’t necessarily 

being present.  We are so pleased that many of our parents support their children with reading at home, 

and this has a big impact on confidence and overall fluency however, we know that finding time for this is 

incredibly challenging.  It is even more challenging as children get older and they progress through the 

school – older children often prefer quiet reading time to themselves.  Over the last few weeks, your child 

has taken part in a number of comprehension activities in order for their teacher to assess their current 

independent reading ability, when support or scaffolding is not provided.  For this reason, upon receipt of 

your child’s new reading, it may appear that they are not on the same book band as they were before.  

Please don’t worry if this is the case – we are just really keen to ensure that all children can assess the text 

they are given and that they can hold a secure understanding of, not only the plot, but the word meanings, 

themes and inferences.  More information about how we teach reading will be given to parents in the 

coming weeks.  

Finally, we have had some questions in relation to break time snacks.  Our school aim, even before the 

pandemic came about, has always been to create a measured and balanced approach to a healthy eating 

agenda – believing that all foods are healthy when eaten in moderation.  We believe that children should 

be supported to take independent and informed lifestyle choices.  For this reason, our school policy is for a 

healthier snack to be brought into school for break times on Monday – Thursday. By a healthier snack we 

mean: mini cheese, yoghurt tubes, fresh or dried fruit, vegetables or crackers etc.  Cakes, crisps, biscuits, 

bars are to be reserved for Friday break times only – otherwise known as Freedom Friday.  If your child has 

the wrong type of snack – we will always use a “let’s save it for later” approach.  Pre-pandemic, we ran a 

healthier tuck shop and this is something that, with the help of our new School Parliament, we look to 

reinstate in the coming weeks.   

Yours sincerely 

 

L Smith 

Headteacher 

 


