
 

 

 

 

12th March 2021 

 

Dear Parents, 

COVID-19 Update 

It has been a real pleasure to see the children back at school this week; it has been a long time 

coming!  One of the great characteristics of our school is the sense of community we uphold and this 

‘togetherness’ is what will see us through, what will hopefully be, the absolute last few weeks of the 

national restrictions. Let’s hope we are nearing the end! 

Isolation Notifications 

This week, we heard news of a positive case involving a child in our Key Stage 2 Bubble.  Fortunately, 

due to our seating plans and other control measures, we were able to keep part of the bubble open, 

and only close the one class – Year 5 & 6.  Mrs Weston and I made contact with all families via phone 

call on Wednesday evening but it was quite a time consuming process and we also failed to reach 

many families at this time.  Moving forward, we have put in a process for notifying you, in the event 

that your child needs to isolate, due to them being a ‘close contact’ to a positive case.  I outline this 

below: 

 A series of text messages will be sent to the family member listed as Parent/Guardian 1.  It 

will be a generic message and will stipulate the date that your child is to return to school. 

Please ensure that if your contact numbers have changed since September, you notify the 

school office as soon as possible. 

 A letter will be emailed to you in addition. This will outline all of the key information you 

need to be aware of – and it will be sent to your personal email address that we hold on file. 

 In respect of remote learning – your child is to carry out the ‘blended learning’ procedure 

that is mentioned in the yellow Remote Learning Strategy booklet (p7-p15) UNLESS we have 

the capacity to do a live Maths lesson each day also – in which case, you should follow the 

guidance on pages 15 – 21.   We will communicate if we are able to provide a live Maths 

lesson to isolating children and it will depend upon whether a whole class/bubble is closed. 

 If your child is in school when we receive notification of a positive case, we will instruct you 

to arrange immediate collection of your child, via text message.  Where it is practically 

possible, contact will be made via phone call. 
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In the event that your child needs to be isolate, please bear in mind the following facts; 

 Any other household members (including siblings) will NOT need to isolate – unless your 

child goes on to develop symptoms. 

 If you are notified that your child is a close contact, this will be because they fit the 

definition from Public Health England as part of our risk assessment process. This definition 

is different depending upon the age of the child and the circumstances. 

 We will not disclose whether it is a child or a member of staff who has tested positive, 

keeping the identity of the case confidential.  We understand that parents sometimes wish 

to judge the likelihood of their child having the virus but we are instructed to follow the 

guidance.   

 If your child is identified as a close contact – you are NOT to get them tested unless they are 

showing symptoms or your family has been asked to take part in an organised community 

testing programme. 

Finally, if the positive case has come about by the administering of a lateral flow test, followed by a 

negative PCR test, your child may be able to return to school much sooner than the 10 day isolation 

period, and we will contact you if this is the case.   

It is really important not to panic if your child needs to isolate.  Being a close contact does not 

necessarily mean that they are carrying the virus.  As I’m sure you understand, we will not keep your 

child away from school, and cause an unnecessary inconvenience for you and your family, unless the 

guidance instructs us to do so!  

 

Unauthorised Absence 

Following the national expectations that all children should have returned to school by now, any 

families who keep their children off school (including siblings, if another child is isolating from being 

a ‘close contact’) a notification letter will be sent to you and the absence will be coded as 

‘Unauthorised.’ This is unless we have a formal notification of your child’s shielding status from a 

medical professional.  We completely understand the concern and worries that some families may 

have in sending their children to school at this time but, by the same token, we have to follow the 

local and national expectations, and their advice for the coding of attendance. As a school that 

wishes to work and support families, we can talk through any concerns that you may have, if these 

are preventing your child from attending school and we have already been very transparent with 

regards to our safety measures and risk assessment protocols. 
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Recovery Curriculum 

Behind the scenes, a number of discussions are taking place about what our school organisation and 

curriculum needs to look like moving forward, in order to mitigate for the lost face-to-face learning 

time of the past year.  As I have mentioned before, we will notify you in the coming weeks so you 

know what our plans are.  We are currently reassessing the children, and this is not just their 

academic ability.  We are carefully completing a needs analysis which will inform an alternative 

curriculum, which will be in place after Easter, and a further reformed curriculum from the start of 

the new academic year, in September. 

I wish you all a wonderful weekend, let’s hope we can get some of that springtime weather again! 

Yours sincerely, 

 

L Smith 

Headteacher 

 

 

  


