
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5th January 2021 
 
 
Dear Parents 
 
Thank you so much for coming to collect your child’s books from the school hall today, this process seemed 
to go very smoothly and we appreciate the way how you all followed the safety measures meticulously. I 
just wanted to update you on our actions of the last 24 hours, and particularly in relation to remote 
learning.  
 
Our whole team have ‘worked their socks off’ today, in order to get ready for the commencement of virtual 
maths and phonics lessons. This is the culmination of 3 months’ worth of focused work and training behind 
the scenes. It has been a learning curve for us all, and we are still learning, but I am so proud of the effort 
that has been put in by all. That being said, I’m sure there will be some initial teething issues so please bear 
with us.  
 
The following notes will help you and your child know what to expect from the virtual lessons  
 
General Protocols  

 Teachers will record all sessions and these will be stored temporarily on our school network for 
safeguarding and monitoring purposes.  

 As with classroom learning, in the very unlikely event that any of our pupils are not behaving in line 
with our expectations and ethos, they will be removed from their live lesson immediately  

 Teachers will reward any children who are engaging well in these sessions, and those trying their 
best every week. Teachers will forward names to the school office and Special Mentions will be 
sent home in the post  

 
As regards the general running of sessions, in order to keep things smooth; 

 All children are to mute their microphones when they first join until the teacher is ready to start 
the lesson  

 When the teacher starts their lesson – they’ll be an initial chance for all children to turn on their 
microphones for a very short while and say hello to each other (the greeting)  

 Microphones will then need to be muted  

 Video cameras are allowed to be on but if the internet connection is disruptive, we may ask 
children to turn off their cameras  

 The chat function is not to be used during the session  
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In terms of Maths sessions, a typical virtual maths lesson will be structured as follows:  

 Meet and Greet – a warm welcome to all joining the session  

 Feedback from the independent activities of the previous day – teachers will check to see how the 
children got on in yesterday’s directed activities from the Power Maths workbook. They will put up 
the answers on the screen. Children will be able to mark their own answers and see how they got 
on.  

 Reflect – As a class, the children will tie yesterday’s learning together  

 Power Up – A quick warm-up. This will be done together as a class  

 ‘Discover’ Section – Introduction to new learning – teacher’s will model and support the children 
with their thinking and understanding  

 ‘Think Together’ Section – Together as a group, questions will be solved and methods discussed.  

 Farewell – the lesson will end and the teacher will then tell the children what activities they then 
need to carry out after the lesson. Children will work on the directed activities independently, as 
best as they can.  

 
** We have carefully adapted the Power Maths sessions that are taught in school and made them suitable 
for online learning. Over time, we may decide to tweak this as we respond to the needs of individual groups 
and what works best.  
 
Like I said below, we all need to be patient. Virtual learning is exciting and new but it will take time to get it 
right. Please don’t feel under any pressure if things don’t go to plan – technical issues are bound to occur 
from time to time. Occasionally I will be present in sessions also, so I look forward to joining in with the 
children and brushing up on my skills!  
 
Aside from virtual maths and phonics lessons, I wished to point everyone to the non-virtual elements of the 
remote learning timetable that is in your child’s pack. There are page references for activities in the 
workbooks each day/week, and also some open-ended tasks outlined on the Theme Activity Grid. We 
would strongly encourage the children to try and apply the same level of care and overall pride in their 
written work as they do in school. There are also useful links to websites such as BBC Bitesize and Primary 
Oak Academy – feel free to take a look at these.  
 
I’d like to inform all Key Stage 2 children that Miss Bains, Miss Walton and Mrs Weston have front-loaded 
weekly home-learning tasks on SATS Companion and/or Mirodo. These tasks are not compulsory but they 
are there if any adults and children are running out of things to do! New Home Learning activities will be 
available every Friday evening.  
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Finally, thank you for your continued support with this; you are not on your own! We are always here to 
offer advice and support and we want to help as much as we can. Over time, we will issue further 
information and guidance – indeed, it would be good if some parents could share their ‘top-tips’ on what is 
working well. Should you have a specific question regarding any aspect of your child’s learning then please 
refer to the support email addresses found in the Remote Learning Strategy booklet. We will answer your 
questions as quickly as we can.  
 
Yours sincerely 
  
Mr L Smith 

Headtaecher 


