
 

 

 

 

13th November 2020 

 

 

Dear Parents, 

As cases of COVID-19 continue to rise nationally, we have received unconfirmed reports that 

there has been an increase in cases locally, and in Coton village itself.  I am thrilled to report 

that school continues to have no known cases of COVID-19 however the information above 

reminds us all to be vigilant and to not get complacent about the virus.  

Lateness 

Over the last fortnight, we have seen an increase in the number of children arriving late - 

after the gates have closed for the relevant bubble. We all understand that lateness 

happens on the odd occasion, due to the car breaking down or traffic building up due to 

accidents but it shouldn’t be a regular occurrence.  For some families, this is very much the 

case at present. We have already discussed the challenges with parking, and offered some 

practical solutions to support families in getting to school on time but I’d like to reiterate the 

importance of being prompt in a morning once again.  At a time when we are working 

incredibly hard to mitigate for the period away from school last year, we need to use every 

possible minute available to get the learning for all children back on track. It is also worth 

mentioning that, for Key Stage 2 pupils, the arrival time is now much later than it was last 

year – meaning even longer to get ready for school in the morning. To be clear, if your child 

arrives after the gates have been closed – they will receive a late mark.  If we notice a 

substantial amount of lateness, we may get in contact with you to work out how we may 

support you and your child further. Equally, if you are having difficulties getting your child to 

school on time, talk to us and we’d be happy to help in any way that we can. 

Remote Learning Packs 

Thank you to those parents who have passed on their comments about the remote learning 

packs sent home before half-term. We are thrilled with the comments we are receiving after 

so much time and thought was put into devising the packs, and the Remote Learning  
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Strategy.  I met with our School Improvement Partner last Wednesday and she remarked 

upon the depth of preparation that we had gone into and felt our Remote Learning Strategy 

was highly favourable to other local schools who she works with.    Please remember that 

your child’s Remote Learning Pack is not only to be used if they are having an isolation 

period away from school or if we are closed.  You can use the pack to look back on what has 

already been taught this year and work with your child on any areas that they found 

particularly tricky at school – a number of parents have asked about what extra practice can 

be done to help with the ‘catch-up’ effort.  

Homework (not to be confused with Remote Learning) 

At the end of November, we will be begin the formal setting of homework each week across 

the school.  Information will be sent home shortly, about the expectations of each class per 

week and how homework can be accessed.  We will also be providing support in school over 

the lunch period, should any children wish to do their homework with the help of a school 

adult present and need access to a laptop. As we have said previously; we have only set 

limited amounts of homework so far this year, being mindful not to ‘overload’ our children 

at a time when they are re-adjusting to school life and expectations, and coping with a long 

day back at school.  We have also been assessing the children and looking into the areas of 

learning in which extra time and practice is required across the school, so homework tasks 

are useful and they can effectively support a child’s educational recovery.  

In the meantime, have a safe weekend.  See you all next week. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

L Smith 

Headteacher 

 

  


