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Introduction 

The worldwide COVID-19 pandemic took us all by surprise when it devel-

oped during 2020.  Few saw it coming and few imagined the disruption that 

this would cause to every aspect of our lives.  COVID-19 has certainly 

changed the educational landscape over the last two years, encouraging us 

to embrace new ways of working, setting out new  

expectations for schools and facilitating new ways of  

supporting children and families.  On the back of this, it 

gives me great pleasure to present the updated version 

of our Remote Learning Strategy 2021-2022 

Our strategy has been compiled to support any child who 

requires a period away from school through household 

isolation or in the event that we have a partial or whole school closure. The 

strategy is also useful in the event that our school needs to close due to 

adverse weather conditions or localised flooding – incidents which have 

disrupted learning for some pupils over the last few years. 

In the compiling of this strategy, much thought has gone 

into the following: 

 

The technology that our families have access to in the home 

 The needs of parents, especially if they were also asked to work from 

home 

 Families who would be expected to oversee the learning for multiple 

siblings 

 Well-being of our children and families 

 The learning needs and current attainment gaps of our pupils 

 Our whole school vision and ethos 

 Training implications for our staff team  

 Supporting remote learning whilst requiring to staff a Key Worker  

Service 
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In addition to outlining how we will continue to support learning remotely, 

the strategy also gives parents an indication of what to expect from us in 

terms of; providing feedback to pupils, keeping in close contact with our 

children, how we would support parents and challenging home circumstanc-

es, how we would continue to safeguard our pupils from harm – albeit at 

‘arms reach,’ and how all children would continue to feel part of our school 

community. 

Every school will take a slightly different approach to remote learning, and 

pay due attention to their unique school context - making decisions in the 

best interests of their own children and families. I remain confident that our 

strategy does just that!  

 

Learning 

Blended Learning  

Blended learning is where school is educating some  

children in school and some children who are at home in the following  

instances: 

 a child is awaiting a PCR test result (if child is well enough to work) 

 a child has tested positive and they are isolating for the next 10 full days 

(if they are well enough to work) 

 a child who has been contacted by NHS Track and Trace 

On the school website, under the Parents/Remote Learning tab, a document 

will tell you what is being taught in school during the week where your child 

is absent.   
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The Remote Learning tab on the school website will refer to the following 

documents:  

 

 

 

 

 

Every week of your child’s absence, in line with the Remote Learning Time-

table (copy in your pack or on our website), they should complete: 

 Daily maths tasks via Oak National Academy - see Remote Learning 

Timetable 

 Up to 10 minutes of daily reading of their reading book 

 Letter formation practice  

 3 activities from the Theme Activity Grid, to complete in exercise book 

(if possible) 

 

Upon your child’s return to school – the exercise book should be brought in 

for the teacher to look at.  It will not be marked but either a verbal or 

written response will be provided.  The teacher will make a note on how 

well they did. 

EYFS 
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Year 1 

The Remote Learning tab on the school website will refer to the following 

documents:  

 

 

 

 

 

Every week of your child’s absence, in line with the Remote Learning Time-

table (copy in your pack or on our website), they should complete: 

 3 activities from the Theme Activity Grid, to complete in exercise book  

 Suggested activity from the Science, Maths and SPAG section of the Re-

mote Learning Timetable, to be completed in exercise book 

 10 minutes of daily reading of their reading book 

 School Jam 

Upon your child’s return to school – the exercise book should be brought in 

for the teacher to look at.  It will not be marked but either a verbal or 

written response will be provided.  The teacher will make a note on how 

well they did. 

 

 

 

 

 

KEY STAGE 1 
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 Year 2 

The Remote Learning tab on the school website will refer to the following 

documents:  

 

 

 

 

 

Every week of your child’s absence, in line with the Remote Learning Time-

table (copy in your pack or on our website), they should complete: 

 3 activities from the Theme Activity Grid, to complete in exercise book  

 Suggested activity from the Science, Maths and SPAG section of the Re-

mote Learning Timetable, to be completed in exercise book 

 10 minutes of daily reading of their reading book 

 School Jam 

 

Upon your child’s return to school – the exercise book should be brought in 

for the teacher to look at.  It will not be marked but either a verbal or 

written response will be provided.  The teacher will make a note on how 

well they did. 
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Year 3 

 The Remote Learning tab on the school website will refer to the following 

documents:  

 

 

 

 

Every week of your child’s absence, in line with the Remote Learning Time-

table (copy in your pack or on our website), they should complete: 

 3 activities per week from the Theme Activity Grid, to complete in  

exercise book  

 15 minutes of daily reading of their reading book 

 2 x 15 minutes times table practice on TT Rockstars 

 Suggested activity from the Science, Maths and SPAG section of the Re-

mote Learning Timetable, to be completed in exercise book 

 Mirodo weekly for English and Maths 

 

Upon your child’s return to school – the exercise book should be brought in 

for the teacher to look at.  It will not be marked but either a verbal or 

written response will be provided.  The teacher will make a note on how well 

they did. 

 

 

 

 

KEY STAGE 2 
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Year 4 

The Remote Learning tab on the school website will refer to the following 

documents:  

 

 

 

 

 

Every week of your child’s absence, in line with the Remote Learning Time-

table (copy in your pack or on our website), they should complete: 

 3 activities per week from the Theme Activity Grid, to complete in  

exercise book  

 15 minutes of daily reading of their reading book 

 2 x 15 minutes times table practice on TT Rockstars 

 Suggested activity from the Science, Maths and SPAG section of the Re-

mote Learning Timetable, to be completed in exercise book 

 Mirodo weekly for English and Maths 

 

Upon your child’s return to school – the exercise book should be brought in 

for the teacher to look at.  It will not be marked but either a verbal or written 

response will be provided.  The teacher will make a note on how well they 

did. 
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Year 5 

The Remote Learning tab on the school website will refer to the following 

documents:  

 

 

 

 

 

Every week of your child’s absence, in line with the Remote Learning Time-

table (copy in your pack or on our website), they should complete: 

 3 activities per week from the Theme Activity Grid, to complete in  

exercise book  

 15 minutes of daily reading of their reading book 

 2 x 15 minutes times table practice on TT Rockstars 

 Suggested activity from the Science, Maths and SPAG section of the Re-

mote Learning Timetable, to be completed in exercise book 

 Mirodo weekly for English and Maths 

 

Upon your child’s return to school – the exercise book should be brought in 

for the teacher to look at.  It will not be marked but either a verbal or 

written response will be provided.  The teacher will make a note on how 

well they did. 
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Year 6 

 The Remote Learning tab on the school website will refer to the following 

documents:  

 

 

 

 

 

Every week of your child’s absence, in line with the Remote Learning Time-

table (copy in your pack or on our website), they should complete: 

 Y6 SATs Companion tasks—Maths and English  

 3 activities from the Theme Activity Grid, to complete in exercise book  

 15 minutes of daily reading of their reading book 

 2 x 15 minutes times table practice on TT Rockstars 

 Suggested activity from the Science, Maths and SPAG section of the Re-

mote Learning Timetable, to be completed in exercise book 

 

 

Upon your child’s return to school – the exercise book should be brought in 

for the teacher to look at.  It will not be marked but either a verbal or written  

response will be provided.  The teacher will make a note on how well they 

did. 
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Learning 

Remote Learning  

Remote learning is where school is educating all  

children whilst they are not in the building in the fol-

lowing instances: 

 whole school closure (regional / national lockdown) 

 a child’s bubble/class has been closed  

 

Where remote learning is required, children will 

follow the learning as indicated in the ‘Blended 

Learning’ section, with the exception of Phonics. 

A virtual live phonics session will take place on  

Microsoft TEAMS each school day from 11.00 a.m. until 11.30 a.m.   

 

Children will be taught, as they are in school, in different groups in line with 

their current ability.   A mini whiteboard and whiteboard pen will be includ-

ed in your child's Remote Learning Pack - your child should have these ready 

when the session starts. 

 

Please check Tapestry regularly for updates/activities from Mrs Smith and 

Mrs Butler. 

 

Where Remote Learning is required, children will follow the learning as indi-

cated in the ‘Blended Learning’ section, with the exception of Phonics. 

EYFS 
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Year 1 

Where remote learning is required, children will follow the learning as indi-

cated in the ‘Blended Learning’ section, with the exception of Phonics and 

Maths. 

A virtual live phonics session will take place on Microsoft TEAMS each school 

day from 3.00 p.m. through to 3.30 p.m.  Children will be taught, as 

they are in school, in different groups in line with their current ability.  Please 

ensure your child has their whiteboard and whiteboard pen ready when the 

session starts. 

A virtual live maths session will take place on Microsoft TEAMS each school 

day from 1:00 p.m. through to 2:00 p.m.  Your class teacher will email 

you an invite for these sessions in advance, using your school ’family’ email 

address which has been allocated to you. 

The Power Maths Practice Book that is used in school, will be 

sent home with your child, in the event that a lockdown or 

bubble closure is known before they leave on the day prior. If 

a bubble closure is announced over the weekend or holiday 

period, books will be available for collection from the Parent 

Point, at 8:30 a.m. on the following Monday morning. 

The following resources, found in your child's Remote Learning Pack, may be 

needed for their virtual LIVE Power Maths lesson each day: 

 Mini whiteboard 

 Whiteboard Pen 

 

Your child should have these ready when the session starts. 

 

KEY STAGE 1 
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Year 2 

Where remote learning is required, children will follow the learning as indi-

cated in the ‘Blended Learning’ section, with the exception of Phonics and 

Maths. 

A virtual live phonics session will take place on Microsoft TEAMS each school 

day from 3.00 p.m. through to 3.30 p.m.  Children will be taught, as 

they are in school, in different groups in line with their current ability.  

Please ensure your child has their whiteboard and whiteboard pen ready 

when the session starts. 

A virtual live maths session will take place on Microsoft TEAMS each school 

day from 10:00 a.m. through to 11:00 a.m.   

Your class teacher will email you an invite for these ses-

sions in advance, using your school ’family’ email address 

which has been allocated to you. 

The Power Maths Practice Book that is used in school, will 

be sent home with your child, in the event that a lockdown 

or bubble closure is known before they leave on the day 

prior. If a bubble closure is announced over the weekend or a holiday peri-

od, books will be available for collection from the Parent Point, at 8:30 a.m. 

on the following Monday morning. Arrangements for collection will be sent  

in a text to remind parents. 

The following resources, found in your child's Remote Learning Pack, may be 

needed for their virtual LIVE Power Maths lesson each day: 

 Mini whiteboard 

 Whiteboard Pen 

 

Your child should have these ready when the session starts.
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Year 3 

Where remote learning is required, children will follow the learning as indi-

cated in the ‘Blended Learning’ section of this booklet as well as the follow-

ing live lesson: 

A virtual live maths session will take place on Microsoft TEAMS each school 

day at 12 noon through to 1:00 p.m.   Your class teacher will email you 

an invite for these sessions in advance, using your school ’family’ email ad-

dress which has been allocated to you. 

The Power Maths Practice Book that is used in school, will 

be sent home with your child, in the event that a lockdown 

or bubble closure is known before they leave on the day 

prior. If a bubble closure is announced over the weekend 

or holiday period, books will be available for collection 

from the Parent Point, at 8:30 a.m. on the following Mon-

day morning. Arrangements for collection will be sent  in a 

text to remind parents. Arrangements for collection will be sent in a text to 

remind parents. 

The following resources, found in your child's Remote Learning Pack, may be 

needed for their virtual LIVE Power Maths lesson each day: 

 Mini whiteboard 

 Whiteboard Pen 

 

Your child should have these ready when the session starts. 

 

KEY STAGE 2 
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Year 4 

Where remote learning is required, children will follow the learning as indi-

cated in the ‘Blended Learning’ section of this booklet as well as the follow-

ing live lesson: 

A virtual live maths session will take place on Microsoft TEAMS each school 

day at 2:00 p.m. through to 3:00 p.m.   Your class teacher will email 

you an invite for these sessions in advance, using your school ’family’ email 

address which has been allocated to you. 

The Power Maths Practice Book that is used in school, will 

be sent home with your child, in the event that a lockdown 

or bubble closure is known before they leave on the day 

prior. If a bubble closure is announced over the weekend or 

holiday period, books will be available for collection from 

the Parent Point, at 8:30 a.m. on the following Monday 

morning.  Arrangements for collection will be sent in a text to remind  

parents. 

The following resources, found in your child's Remote Learning Pack, may be 

needed for their virtual LIVE Power Maths lesson each day: 

 Mini whiteboard 

 Whiteboard Pen 

 

Your child should have these ready when the session starts. 
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Year 5 

Where remote learning is required, children will follow the learning as indi-

cated in the ‘Blended Learning’ section of this booklet as well as the follow-

ing live lesson: 

A virtual live maths session will take place on Microsoft 

TEAMS each school day at 11:00 a.m. through to 12 

noon   Your class teacher will email you an invite for these 

sessions in advance, using your school ’family’ email address 

which has been allocated to you. 

The Power Maths Practice Book that is used in school, will 

be sent home with your child, in the event that a lockdown or bubble closure 

is known before they leave on the day prior. If a bubble closure is announced 

over the weekend or holiday period, books will be available for collection 

from the Parent Point, at 8:30 a.m. on the following  

Monday morning.  Arrangements for collection will be sent in a text to re-

mind parents. 

The following resources, found in your child's Remote Learning Pack, may be 

needed for their virtual LIVE Power Maths lesson each day: 

 Mini whiteboard 

 Whiteboard Pen 

 

Your child should have these ready when the session starts. 
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Year 6 

Where remote learning is required, children will follow the learning as indi-

cated in the ‘Blended Learning’ section of this booklet as well as the follow-

ing live lesson: 

A virtual live maths session will take place on Microsoft TEAMS each school 

day at 9:00 a.m. through to 10:00 a.m.   Your class teacher will email 

you an invite for these sessions in advance, using your school ’family’ email 

address which has been allocated to you. 

The Power Maths Practice Book that is used in school, will be sent home 

with your child, in the event that a lockdown or bubble closure is known 

before they leave on the day prior. If a bubble closure is announced over the 

weekend or holiday period, books will be available for col-

lection from the Parent Point, at 8:30 a.m. on the follow-

ing Monday morning.  Arrangements for collection will be 

sent in a text to remind parents. 

The following resources, found in your child's Remote 

Learning Pack, may be needed for their virtual LIVE Power 

Maths lesson each day: 

 Mini whiteboard 

 Whiteboard Pen 

 

Your child should have these ready when the session starts. 
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Reading Books 

In the event of a lockdown, bubble or whole school closure, we will set up a 

reading library, where parents can bring their child in to school once a week 

to change their reading books.  Library times for each class are as follows: 

Donaldson  Every Monday, between 1:00 p.m. and 2:00 p.m. 

Jeffers  Every Tuesday, between 9:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. 

Ahlberg  Every Wednesday, between 1:00 p.m. and 2:00 p.m. 

Fletcher & Dahl      Every Thursday, between 9:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. 

Morpurgo  Every Friday, between 1:00 p.m. and 2:00 p.m. 

 

Rewards Assemblies 
Blended Learning 

In the event that your child is off for a short period – 

they will be sent a live TEAMS link to their school  

email address for our weekly rewards assembly.  This 

will take place at 2:30 pm on Friday afternoon with Mr Robson and children 

may join this with their parents.  A parent must be present whilst they do 

this and they will need to keep the microphone on mute. 

Children who are off school may receive a reward upon their return to 

school and upon completing their remote learning to a high standard and in 

line with school expectations.  

 
Remote Learning 

A virtual live assembly will take place via TEAMS at 3:40 p.m. each Friday 

with Mr Robson. The invite link will be emailed to your child’s school email 

address. Teachers will nominate a child from each year group to receive a 

Special Mentions Award, based upon their performance and contribution 

during the live TEAMS Power Maths lessons or, for KS1 children, their live 

Phonics lesson also.  These rewards will be posted each week.  
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Communication between school and 
home - Learning Support 
Blended Learning 

In the event that your child is at home for a short period, 

due to household isolation or the awaiting of a COVID-19 

test result, you can access an answer to any queries or 

questions relating to the work set by using the relevant 

email address: 

eyfs@coton-in-the-elms.derbyshire.sch.uk 

year1@coton-in-the-elms.derbyshire.sch.uk 

year2@coton-in-the-elms.derbsyhire.sch.uk 

year3@coton-in-the-elms.derbyshire.sch.uk 

year4@coton-in-the-elms.derbyshire.sch.uk 

year5@coton-in-the-elms.derbyshire.sch.uk 

year6@coton-in-the-elms.derbyshire.sch.uk 

A response from the class teacher is guaranteed within 48 hours (working 

days are Monday to Friday).  Please note that this email address will only be 

accessed by school staff between the hours of 8:30 am and 3:30 pm each 

working day. 

Please note that this email address is not to be used for feedback on what 

work has been completed – it is purely for general queries in relation to 

the work  

 

Remote Learning 

In the event of a bubble closure or a whole school closure (including a re-

gional or national lockdown), the above email addresses can be used if you 

have any questions or queries regarding the work set.  In most cases, a re-

sponse will be provided within 24 hours, unless it is a Friday.  Staff will have 

access to their emails between 8:30pm and 3:30 pm  

mailto:eyfs@coton-in-the-elms.derbyshire.sch.uk
mailto:year1@coton-in-the-elms.derbyshire.sch.uk
mailto:year2@coton-in-the-elms.derbsyhire.sch.uk
mailto:year3@coton-in-the-elms.derbyshire.sch.uk
mailto:year4@coton-in-the-elms.derbyshire.sch.uk
mailto:year5@coton-in-the-elms.derbyshire.sch.uk
mailto:year6@coton-in-the-elms.derbyshire.sch.uk
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Communication between school and 
home - Maintaining Contact 
Blended Learning 

In the event that your child is having a short period away from school due to 

isolation, the awaiting of PCR test results or COVID-19, they will receive a 

short phone call from Mr. Robson whilst they are off.  

The purpose of this is to: 

 Check on the child’s physical & mental well-being 

 Support parents in the best way possible 

 Signpost further support if needed  

 

Remote Learning 

Your child will receive a phone call from their class teacher at least once a 

fortnight, half of the class one week, the other the next, unless they fall into 

one of the two categories below: 

 Safeguarding & Vulnerable Register 

If your child and family is on our vulnerable list, or receiving support 

from our Early Help Team, they will receive their short call from Mr. Rob-

son, Mrs. Weston or Mrs.  Kiteley and this will be once a week 

 Special Education Needs Register 

If your child is on our SEND register, they will receive a short call from 

Mrs. Smith (SENCO) and this will be once a week also 

The school will endeavour to post regular messages to the children, through 

their parents, or on our school Facebook site.  
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Wellbeing & Safeguarding 

The physical and emotional welfare of your child (and all who 

live in the family home) is of paramount importance to 

us.  Through the contact that we make with your child, in 

phone calls and virtual lessons, all staff will be keen to ensure 

that the children are well.  Should you feel that your child re-

quires support for their behaviour at home, their mental well-being (or any 

member of the household) or with their response to a sudden or traumatic 

event in their life – i.e bereavement or a change in family circumstances, we 

can make a referral to our Early Help Team to access support.  The following 

support can be provided:  

 Parenting tips and advice  

 Counselling support for adults and children concerning a range of topics  

 Liaison with health services  
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Anti-Bullying or Urgent Help Needed 

The STOP button on our school website continues to be in use 

and children are able to press this should they be worried 

about what is happening at home or should they need to tell us 

something important. This may also be useful if they have seen 

something online that is worrying them, or if other members of the school 

community are being unkind to them using social media.  This will automati-

cally alert Mr. Robson (Headteacher), who may then make contact with the 

family, depending upon the issue.  

Alternatively, – if parents have concerns about the safety of any child – they 

can contact our dedicated email address for safeguarding: 

safeguarding@coton-in-the-elms.derbyshire.sch.uk  

 

 

COVID updates from Headteacher 

Mr. Robson will continue to produce a weekly COVID-19  

update to all parents and carers every Friday.  This will be 

emailed to parents directly via their personal email address 

and a copy of this will be put on the school website under 

the ‘General Announcements’ tab.  Please remember that 

you should be getting email alerts when new content is 

added to our website - this saves the need for you to keep 

checking the website manually. 

 

mailto:safeguarding@coton-in-the-elms.derbyshire.sch.uk
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Supporting Vulnerable Children and Key 
Worker families 

In the event that schools are required to provide a Key 

Worker service during a lockdown situation, best efforts will 

be made to use existing support staff, which are  

familiar to the children.  If you are unsure as to whether 

you are classed as a keyworker, please visit www.gov.uk for 

the latest information. 

If we have a high demand for places, place priority would be allocated on the 

following basis: 

 Vulnerable children and families, i.e. those with a social worker; those in 

receipt of an EHCP; or those receiving Early Help Family Support. 

 Children in receipt of Pupil Premium 

 Families with more than one key worker in the household 

Should your child be allocated a place, the work your child would normally be 

asked to complete at home, would be completed, having support of the staff.  

We will have a limited capacity at the Key Worker Service, therefore, should 

we have an increased demand for spaces, we will support you as best we can 

which may include your child being offered a Key Worker place at a neigh-

bouring school, if they have space. 
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