
 

 

 

 

 

14th October 2020 

Dear Parents, 

The reason for you receiving a paper copy of my weekly Covid-19 update today, is to ensure that 

every parent picks up the key messages from the past week.  As I said in my correspondence at the 

start of term, we want to be environmentally friendly where we can but we also want to make sure 

that correspondence goes directly to home adults in a timely fashion, and not left at the bottom of 

book bags etc. It has come to my attention that our regular messages, emails and updates do not 

appear to be getting through to quite a few of our families at the moment. This is causing 

unnecessary anxiety and stress for all concerned – at what is already a difficult time. It is a source of 

much frustration for us in school also.  Sometimes this breakdown in communication is often at the 

detriment of our safety measures and it is vitally important that every parent and child knows of the 

steps we are taking in school to keep people safe, drive our school forward and to address the 

impact of the national lockdown last March. 

Communication Channels 

To confirm, can I remind all parents that my weekly Covid-19 update usually goes out every Friday 

and it will be sent out in a personal email to all home adults.  A text message is sent directing you to 

check your inbox too. If you, for any reason, are not receiving a Covid update from us each Friday – 

please let us know.  In addition to this, we do put a PDF version of all letters on our school website, 

all parents should receive a web alert automatically when new content is added. Our school 

Facebook site is used to showcase key events which happen in school only – no news or key 

messages will be posted on here.  The Facebook site is useful for you to see what the children are 

getting up to and to gain an understanding of the things we do to make Coton an enjoyable place for 

your child to learn. Finally, until such time that COVID-19 ceases to exist, my Headteacher Blog will 

now be posted once a term and this will cover everything we have been working on in school to 

further improve – the curriculum, staffing, building work, achievements etc.  This will also come 

through to your email inbox as a web-alert when it is posted. 
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Remote Learning 

I mentioned that we had really moved forward in our Remote Learning Strategy last week, and this 

week we have continued to get things in place.  All schools are legally obliged to have their remote 

learning arrangements in place by half-term, in the event that a lockdown is enforced or a child is off 

school due to household isolation. We are working incredibly hard in the background to make this 

happen.  I’d like to thank the Year 2 parents who joined Mrs Smith and myself last Tuesday evening 

for the pilot live TEAMS lesson.  It worked quite well and we really appreciated the constructive 

feedback that you gave us; it will help us iron out a few issues before we officially carry out live 

lessons in the future. 

Please keep your eye out on Tuesday next week, we will be sending home a booklet on our Remote 

Learning Strategy. This is to take effect from the start of next half-term. Following this strategy going 

home, before half-term, your child will also be bringing home a Remote Learning Pack, akin to their 

age group. This will contain resources, plans and guidance to support working from home to around 

the value of £15.20 and the contents has been carefully aligned to what is being taught in school in 

the coming weeks and months. I wish to thank all staff for their hard work in putting these together; 

much thought has gone into learning lessons from the previous lockdown back in March and using 

the results of our most recent Remote Learning Questionnaire, although all schools have had the 

benefit of hindsight and the experience of the first wave to reflect upon.  Parents will be asked to 

acknowledge receipt of their child’s pack and it will contain guidance and expectations for how AND 

WHEN it should be used.   

Recovery Curriculum 

A few parents have expressed queries about their child’s progress in a few areas of the curriculum 

recently or how individual lessons are being carried out.  Prior to the children returning in 

September, we tried to pre-empt the areas in which our children could struggle and we tailored our 

initial timetables in school accordingly.  We added in more lessons for some subjects, maths and 

PSHE for example, and we prioritised specific objectives of the curriculum which needed to be 

taught over others.  Please be assured that behind the scenes, much discussion is taking place about 

the children – reviewing who is struggling, who is coping well, who appears to have ‘regressed’ 

through the lockdown period etc. Staff members are continuing to baseline the children and to 

assess the level at which they are currently working.  A comprehensive plan is in place to support 

some of our children to catch-up and for them to make up for the lost learning time last year.  In the 

coming weeks, we will be communicating with you if your child has been earmarked for additional 

support.  We will also be presenting what our Recovery Curriculum looks like for you as parents.  It is 

worth mentioning that the ‘diet’ that we give the children looks very different to what would 

normally be happening – such is our response to the pandemic. 
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Pick-Up Time  

The vast majority of parents are adhering to our system when picking up their children at the end of 

the school day.  However, we have noticed that a few parents or home adults are still unsure as to 

where they need to stand.   

To be clear, and in keeping with the signage that we have put on the blue fencing, home adults from 

Coopers and Farmers are to stand to one side and parents of Miners, Potters and Farmers should 

stand the other side.  We all need to do our part to comply with social distancing also.  

In the last week, I have noticed a number of parents deciding to stand in the middle of the two areas 

and this is blocking the exit gate, making it difficult for some parents to keep their distance from 

others as they leave.  Please avoid the centre area when waiting – I am going to be looking into the 

painting of some markings on the ground! 

Can I also politely remind parents about congregating and chatting once their children have been 

released by the teacher. We have noticed a few parents deciding to stay and chat in the pick-up area 

and this not only means that social distancing isn’t being enforced, it is also a safeguarding issue 

because it keeps the area crowded and means that staff cannot easily see who is there to pick up 

other children. On a separate note, if you wish to speak to a teacher, as previously communicated, 

please call the office to arrange for a phone call appointment.  

Parking 

Please remember that we have an agreement with in place with the owner of the Bubble Inn and 

this car park can be used for Coton parents first thing in a morning and at the end of the day.  We 

have mentioned the value in bringing an umbrella and also a coat – in the event that you and your 

child have a short walk from the car each day. 

School Hot Meals 

At present, we are exploring how we may be able to reinstate hot meals after the half-term break.  If 

you read my correspondence last week, you will already know that we are holding a couple of trial 

days where hot meals are served in school.  This is so we can ‘iron out’ any potential challenges.  I 

am aware that many of our parents and children wish hot meals to start up again, especially as we 

move into the winter months.  However, we must do this safely and providing hot meals has 

implications for the length of break times, our staffing, our cleaning processes and also each 

bubbles’ route around the school site.  When we have a definite decision on this, we will let you 

know. 
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Items in School  

We have seen a few children bringing Premier League cards and Lego cards into school this past 

week.  To be absolutely clear, and compliant with our safety measures – no items from home should 

be brought into school unless prior notification or approval has been given. We are trying to limit the 

possible spread of the virus. 

Covid-19 Cases  

To finish on a good note, I attended a Headteacher meeting last Friday and spoke with the Public 

Health Advisor from Derbyshire County Council.  Quite interestingly, he remarked that there has 

been no spread of COVID-19 between pupils in schools reported this term, at any place in the 

County.  Any confirmed cases have been caused by community transmission only – i.e. outside of 

schools.  This is really reassuring and it will be of great comfort to all of our parents I’m sure.  We 

continue to have no known cases of COVID-19 in our school. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

L Smith 

Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

  


