
 

 

 

 

19 June 2020 

 

Dear Parents, 

You may have seen the discussions in the media this morning and the interview with the School’s Minister, 

Nick Gibb.  I wanted to give you a further update about our reopening plans and the steps we are taking to 

ensure that children will receive the support they are need upon their return to school. 

Firstly, whilst a government decision has yet to be made about when schools will return to normal and 

when social distancing measures will be lifted completed, I wanted to advise you that we are currently 

planning for the school to return to normal from the beginning of September.  We have had no indications 

that this is in fact the case but we felt it sensible to plan for this scenario to enable us to be as prepared as 

possible   

Over the last 13 weeks, whilst managing the complex ‘here and now situation’, the following tasks have 

been completed behind the scenes so every child can get the best possible start when they eventually 

return. 

 Recruitment for additional members of staff ready to start in September - We are increasing the 

number of classes that we have from next year and this means most children will be taught in 

single year group classes and with fewer pupils.  We are also working to appoint additional roles 

within our existing staffing structure to ensure that we have the desired capacity to support the 

children on the back of COVID-19. 

 Transition work for pupils, in the absence of our usual Move-Up Day – Meetings are already 

taking place with our new EYFS parents for September but we are also busy asking the other 

teachers to record a welcome message for the new children in their class from September.  We 

hope to announce which class your child will be in over the next few weeks upon completing our 

recruitment and these welcome messages will be available to you and your child thereafter. 

 Continuing to secure additional SEND funding for those children who are eligible –We want to 

access every possible support available to those children who meet the Derbyshire criteria and on 

the back of COVID-19, this funding will be even more important to some of our children. 

 Planning a ‘Welcome Week’ for when we finally get our whole school back together – this will 

involve every class working on a whole school project as part of their transition back into school. All 

teachers will spend time getting to know their children again, building relationship and carrying out 

a number of baselining activities to determine the social and emotional wellbeing of every child.  

We will also hold a big celebration. 
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Much has also been said about a National Catch-up Premium and a Summer Tuition Scheme to mitigate for 

the time that children have spent away from school.  We have yet to hear the details of this but we will 

keep you updated.  Our school have already ‘ring-fenced’ some financial resources to help those children 

who require some support upon returning.  It is our belief that these resources should be used to support 

the children emotionally and socially, as well as academically.   

In the meantime, we continue to be here if you have any questions. Look after yourselves and keep safe. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Mr L Smith 

Headteacher 


