
 

 

 

14 May 2020 

 

Dear Parents, 

I am writing to give you an update on our plans to reopen school on the back of the Government’s 

announcement last Sunday.  As I mentioned in my statement on Tuesday evening, we completely 

understand any anxieties that you may have at this time and whatever we do to facilitate the Government’s 

proposed reopening, safety will come first. 

Before I get onto our current thoughts about how we may safely and successfully reintegrate your child 

into school, I wish to share our challenges; these have to be put into consideration as a school: 

 3 members of our teaching staff are currently shielding and in the defined ‘critically vulnerable’ 

category, they are therefore permitted to work from home 

 1 member of our lunchtime supervisor team is in the ‘critically vulnerable’ category 

 We have a limited number of classrooms and rooms with external doors, in order to ensure that we 

enforce effective social distancing practices 

 We will still have an obligation to provide a Key Worker Service at this time which will impact on 

our staffing levels, we expect numbers using this service will rise as more and more family 

members are asked to go back to work  

 All of our Teaching Assistants work part-time 

 In line with our school vision, we want to reopen in a safe way and in a way that means we can 

open for the correct purpose – to provide a quality education for groups of pupils and to support 

pupils into the next academic year 

Whilst I am unable to give you a firm plan at this stage, I have had some thoughts about how we may begin 

to reopen, in a way that minimises the risk to your children and ensures that your child’s education is no 

longer disrupted.  I feel it is right to let you have as much information as possible at this time, so you are 

able to make the best informed judgement on whether your child attends school.  I can confirm the 

following steps that we will take: 

 A thorough deep clean from a reputable company will take place before any children come back 

into school 

 Not all of the mentioned year groups will be able to start on June 1st  – Priority will be given to our 

Reception children in the first instance, and then Year 1 pupils will be integrated into school 

thereafter. This is because younger children will benefit from more time and space, away from 

other year groups, to familiarise themselves with school life and the expectations. 

Developmentally, the crucial learning foundations are essential to their future learning in other 

year groups also. 
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 It is worth noting that we DO intend to bring Year 6 pupils back into school at some point before 

they leave us in July, so they can get the ‘closure’ to their Primary Education for which they are 

entitled. Communication will be issued separately to Year 6 parents in the coming weeks. 

 Government advice suggests no more than 15 children in a classroom. Our current plans involve 

groups of 6 children per classroom group in EYFS, so that they can safely learn in their usual ‘hands-

on’ way and we can do our best to enforce good social distancing where possible.  

 11 children per class group in Year 1, as the organisation of their learning is more formal. Pupils will 

be seated at least 2m apart. We intend to use the hall to accommodate this group of children. 

 We intend for the work carried out with EYFS children to be pivotal to their transition into Year 1, 

either led by their current class teacher or, if this is not possible, the member of staff who will be 

teaching them next year 

 Staff will be confined to the same group(s) of children at all times  

 We intend to use some half-days in the first instance as a way of transitioning the children back 

into school – we know it will be tricky for some children to leave their parents again after the time 

away and we want them to get used to being with us.  This will include access to a school meal 

irrespective of whether they attend for a morning or an afternoon 

 A large focus of Year 1 will be phonics as they missed their National Phonics Screening Check due to 

the lockdown and reading is pivotal to their development in Year 2 

 Break times will be taken in classroom groups only (i.e 6 children at a time or 11 at a time) and 

staggered with any other groups in school.  Break time activities will be structured so social 

distancing can be applied.  For instance – keep fit activities on the spot, hula hooping, skipping, ball 

skills etc. Equipment used will be sanitised after use 

 Children will eat their lunch in the classroom they are learning in 

 All classrooms will have their own dedicated entrance, exit and toilets. No groups will mix under 

any circumstances 

 There will also be dedicated drop-off and pick-up points for each group of children 

 All classroom groups will have their own start time in a morning or afternoon and these will be 

staggered so to limit contact with any other class group.  There will be a time gap between morning 

groups leaving and afternoon groups arriving 

 Only one adult, at any given time, will be permitted onto the school site to drop-off or pick-up 

children, ensuring that they remain at least 2 metres apart and avoid huddles. Families with siblings 

may need to accompany the adult, although we would advise against it where possible 

 Classrooms will be thoroughly disinfected after use before any new groups arrive – staff will be 

allocated time to do this. Wiping down of surfaces will be commonplace throughout the day  

 Every child will be allocated their own dedicated stationery and they will use this same stationary 

whenever they are in school 

 We will be closed for part of each week, with the exception of our Key Worker Service, as it will be 

dedicated to an advanced deep clean of all rooms in use and teachers will have their PPA time 
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 If children or staff are showing symptoms of the virus, they will be moved to an isolated area 

immediately until such time that their parent/guardian can collect them.  In these circumstances, 

parents will be expected to arrange a COVID-19 test as soon as possible.  Upon hearing the results 

of the test, the school will then take the necessary steps. The school will seek assurances that a test 

has taken place and the child in question will not be permitted to return to school until it is safe to 

do so, in line with Government guidelines 

 If any child or staff member is tested positive for the virus, their class group and its staff member 

will be required to isolate for 14 days. 

 A school Governor will carry out an inspection every week to evaluate health and safety practices.   

For parents who have children in Years 2,3,4 & 5; we will continue to update you on the Government’s 

plans, regarding if and when your child will be permitted back into school.  Rest assured, online learning 

activities and home-education support will continue for all pupils in the medium term. 

At this time, there is clearly a balancing act to be achieved between doing what is right for a child’s future 

educational journey and ensuring their safety. I am aware that many parents will have seen the ‘headline’ 

announcements on the news or have been affected by social media postings. It is clearly a worrying time.  

Before you make a firm decision about what is right for your own child(ren), I would simply urge you to give 

our current thoughts consideration.  We will confirm final arrangements at a later date.  The Government’s 

stated ambition is for all children to be back before July, and whilst that may be unworkable in some 

settings or deemed ‘unrealistic’ for some, the current period of partial reopening is an ideal opportunity for 

your child to slowly and steadily reintegrate into school life. It is a time when ‘lost contact time’ with a 

teacher could be made up.  Crucially, it is a time where your child could begin to socialise and mix with 

other children once again, albeit at a safe distance. Many children benefit from learning and 

communicating with their peers.  We understand the gravity of this decision, whether to send your child 

into school at this time but we will do our utmost to ensure their safety if they are in our care.   

In the meantime, should you wish to discuss the matter further, I would be happy to speak with you over 

the phone. I will be writing to individual year groups in the coming days, with our proposed plan for your 

child’s year group.  

Yours sincerely 

 

Mr L Smith 

Headteacher 


