
 
 
 
 
 
 

19 March 2020 
 
 

Dear Parents,  

Following the Prime Minister’s announcement yesterday to close schools until further notice, I wanted to 
provide you with reassurance and guidance at this difficult time. We are in an unprecedented situation 
and our primary role over the forthcoming closure period will be to keep children safe and happy.  

Firstly, our school will be open on Monday for children of Key Workers only. It is unclear at this time as to 
how many children we can expect but we will keep you updated once we have more guidance from the 
Department for Education.  In the meantime, we have sent out a text message to all families today – 
please call us by 10 am tomorrow if you think you are in the ‘Key Worker’ category.  At the moment, due 
to us not having an approved definition, in school we consider a key worker to be a parent working in the 
following sectors:  

· National Health Service 
· Other emergency services – fire fighters, the police, Community Support Officers etc. 
· Education – teachers, support staff and potentially some childcare providers  
· Probation Service  
· Environmental Health  
· Highway Agency Traffic Officers  
· Social Workers  
· Care Home Workers  
· Armed Forces Personnel and Ministry of Defence staff 
· Some delivery drivers   
· Some supermarket workers  

If one parent works in these services but the other does not, then we’d ask that you do your level best to 
keep your child at home.   We understand that days may vary also.  

Once we know how many children to expect, we can then set about adjusting our staffing levels 
accordingly.  
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Keeping up to date  

Throughout the closure period, we will aim to keep all families updated of the situation, including those 
who have children at home.  Please ensure that you have signed up for the web alerts on our home page 
and that you can access our Facebook page also.  You should have received a text message today, asking 
you to confirm your current email address.  Please ensure that you send this through 
to:  schooloffice@coton-in-the-elms.derbyshire.sch.uk  

Safeguarding & Family Support  

This is a really tricky time for all; children, parents and staff.  In the event that your child is a ‘key worker’ 
child we will obviously ensure that they are safe whilst in our care and that our current arrangements for 
safeguarding and infection control continue. We also have a duty to ensure that our children and families 
not in school have access to support, should they need it. With increased advice regarding social 
distancing, it can be a vulnerable time for all. If you have a safeguarding concern, or require support as a 
family with regards to guidance on parenting, support for children showing challenging and complex 
behaviours or mental health support, you are to contract myself immediately via the school’s telephone 
number or by emailing me on: safeguarding@coton-in-the-elms.derbyshire.sch.uk   

School Meals  

For ‘Key Worker’ children in school during the closure period, we have been assured that Derbyshire 
County Catering will continue to provide a hot meal, and these can be ordered and paid for in the usual 
way.  We will register pupils daily. Key Worker children are entitled to bring sandwiches should they 
wish.  For children who are in receipt of a free school meal and who are not in school during the closure 
period, we understand that plans are in place for a meal to be offered to you as part of the government’s 
legal duty.  At this stage, we are awaiting guidance on this from the Department of Education.  It will 
either be through a voucher system or a packed lunch will be available for collection from school, if family 
members are not in isolation. We will issue more guidance on this to the relevant families, when we have 
it.  

Education and Home-Learning  

Our primary purpose over the next weeks and months will be to ensure that all of our children, in and 
outside of the building, are happy and well.  However, we also must try and mitigate for any potential lost 
learning time where we can.    

For ‘Key Worker’ children in school, we intend to provide a balanced programme of activities, which 
support the mental well-being of the children, their fitness and physical development whilst ensuring that 
they enjoy themselves. We also intend to give the children the time to complete any set Purple Mash 
activities or tasks, which have been set for pupils who are not in school.  
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For pupils outside of school, activities will be loaded into Purple Mash weekly and we will also be issuing 
some home-learning activities via the website alerts.  Please refer to the leaflet which was sent home 
yesterday and also posted on our website, for how you can support your child’s learning through this 
period. Parents of children in EYFS will also have access to Tapestry during this time also.  From Monday, 
the following email address will be up and running, should you have a question or concern related to any 
of the home-learning activities which have been set:   
learningsupport@coton-in-the-elms.derbyshire.sch.uk  

PE Kits and Belongings  

We are asking that the children bring home their PE kits today.  If you are a potential ‘Key Worker’ family, 
we’d ask that your child brings this into school fully washed on Monday. please also ensure that any 
school reading books and/or library books are returned to school tomorrow. 

In the meantime, I wish to thank you for the kind words and support you have provided us all in school.  In 
keeping with our school vision, this is going to be a tricky period and we need to show compassion and 
support each other through.  I will be in touch with more details when I have them.  

Yours sincerely 

 

L Smith 
Headteacher 

 


