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INTENT 

1. Introduction 

As stated in the 2014 National Curriculum, “Music is a universal language that embodies one of the highest 

forms of creativity.” With this in mind, Coton in the Elms Primary provides an exciting music curriculum with 

a breadth of opportunities which widen all children’s horizons. At our school we intend that children should 

master Music to such an extent that they can go on to have careers within music and make use of music 

effectively in their everyday lives. Our children will be taught Music in a way that ensures progression of 

skills, and follows a sequence to build on previous learning. Our children will gain experience and skills of a 

wide range of dimensions of music in a way that will enhance their learning opportunities, enabling them to 

use music in a wide variety of contexts, ensuring they make progress. 

 

2. Ethos & Aims 

The 2014 National Curriculum for music aims to ensure that all pupils: 

 perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, genres, styles and 

traditions, including the works of the great composers and musicians. 

 learn to sing and to use their voices, to create and compose music on their own and with others, 

have the opportunity to learn a musical instrument, use technology appropriately and have the 

opportunity to progress to the next level of musical excellence. 

 understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated, including through the 

inter-related dimensions: pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, structure and 

appropriate musical notations. 

At Coton-in-the-Elms Primary School we aim to deliver a high quality music education which engages and 

inspires pupils to develop a love and enjoyment of music. We aim to give children opportunities where they 

can increase their self-confidence, creativity and sense of achievement. The opportunities we provide as a 

school will build resilience, perseverance and allow children to show compassion to others. Through the high 

quality teaching of the Kapow music scheme, teachers will help children acquire these skills by promoting 

both individual and group compositions, providing challenges and by teaching children to evaluate and 

improve their work. We encourage children to reach for excellence by having high expectations of 

behaviour, and effort put into in music. We teach high quality lessons and with the support of the Kapow 

scheme have a good subject knowledge, so we are able to differentiate appropriately and challenge 

children. We aim to provide children with enriching, real life experiences which promote a sense of awe and 

wonder and allow them to express talents and skills which may inspire them for later life. At Coton in the 

Elms, music is not only about becoming a musician but also about developing life skills that will allow 

children to reach their full potential in society. 

 

IMPLEMENTATION 
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3. How is it taught?  

Class organisation  

The children will have music lessons within their class, however in some cases music will take place in the 

hall where there is more space.  

Timetabling  

We follow a broad and balanced Music curriculum that builds on previous learning and provides both 

support and challenge for learners. We follow a Music scheme that ensures progression of skills and covers 

all aspects of the Music curriculum. All classes will have a scheduled Music lesson each week/all classes will 

not have a scheduled Music lesson each week but will be taught Music alongside other curriculum subjects. 

We want to ensure that Music is embedded in our whole school curriculum and that opportunities for 

enhancing learning by using music are always taken. It may sometimes be necessary to block music units to 

help alleviate timetable restraints.  

Whole School Instrumental Lessons 

We also encourage learning instruments by paying for the wider opportunities scheme in school (where 

whole classes learn instruments). 

Wider Opportunities 

At Coton, we take pride in the extra-curricular music activities we create for our children. These include: 

doing a Key Stage performance in the summer or Christmas term; participating in competitions; and inviting 

external music teachers into school to provide children with individual or group music tuition with different 

instruments. There is also a recorder club that takes place during lunch time. As well as this, we encourage 

musical activities in Golden Time on a Friday afternoon. 

 

 

4. Planning & Progression 

As a school, we teach Music using the scheme ‘Kapow’. The scheme allows for children aged 4-11 to access 

an engaging Music curriculum offer which is child-led, practical and exploratory. Each year group has set 

units to follow throughout the year and a lesson plan is provided for each session. The units are created to 

correspond with strands of the National Curriculum: listening, musical composing and performing. Alongside 

this, the curriculum makes cross-curricular links across both the key stages. There is a document ‘The 

Progression of Knowledge and Skills’ for each year group. This document is an overview of what the children 

will be learning each half term and the skills they will acquire. Teachers will follow this programme and 

gradually build their music skills throughout the year and their time at Coton-in-the-Elms C of E Primary 

School. 

 

5. Support for SEND Pupils & Inclusion 
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At Coton-in-the-Elms Primary School, we teach Music to all children, whatever their ability and individual 

needs. Through our Music teaching, we provide learning opportunities that enable all pupils to make good 

progress. We strive hard to meet the needs of those pupils with special educational needs, those with 

disabilities, those with special gifts and talents, and those learning English as an additional language, and we 

take all reasonable steps to achieve this. For further details, see individual whole-school policies for e.g. 

Special Educational Needs; Gifted and Talented.  

When progress falls significantly outside the expected range, the child may have special educational needs. 

Our assessment process looks at a range of factors – classroom organisation, teaching materials, teaching 

style and differentiation – so that we can take some additional or different action to enable all children to 

learn more effectively.               We enable all pupils to have access to the full range of activities involved in 

learning Music. 

 

6. Cross Curricular Links 

At Coton-in-the-Elms CE Primary School we believe in pupils having opportunities to apply their learning in a 

range of situations.  We are committed to ensuring children understand the value and importance of music 

in the wider community, and are able to use their musical skills, knowledge, and experiences to involve 

themselves in music, in a variety of different contexts. Where the links are beneficial to learning, music will 

also be taught through the class theme where children are also given the opportunity to develop their 

understanding of the styles, genres, history and traditions of music. 

 

IMPACT 

7. Assessment & Recording 

Our children enjoy and value Music. They know why they are doing things, not just how. Children will 

understand and appreciate the value of music in the context of their personal wellbeing and the creative and 

cultural industries and their many career opportunities. 

Progress in Music is demonstrated through regularly reviewing and scrutinising children’s work, in 

accordance with the Kapow Music assessment policy to ensure that progression of skills is taking place. 

Namely through: 

 Looking at pupils’ work, especially over time as they gain skills and knowledge  

 Observing how they perform in lessons  

 Talking to them about what they know 

The Music curriculum will contribute to children’s personal development in creativity, independence, 

judgement and self-reflection. This would be seen in them being able to talk confidently about their work, 

and sharing their work with others. Progress will be shown through outcomes and through the important 

record of the process leading to them. 
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8. Monitoring 

The Music Subject Leader will oversee the subject across the academic year by carrying out termly 

monitoring of the coverage. This will involve monitoring that there is significant music coverage taking place. 

As well as this, each term the teachers will be expected to complete a simple assessment. The Music Subject 

Leader will monitor this and assess the progression of musical learning taking place. This will include looking 

through evidence collected, which will be in the Showcase Journal. At specific points of the year, the Music 

Subject Lead and SLT will carry out learning walks, collect pupil voice and teacher feedback to develop CPD. 

At the end of the year, the Music Subject leader will look at the data to collect, review and feedback the 

progress that has been made in Music for each class over the year. 

 

 

 


