
	

Understanding how 
well your child is 

doing at our school 

 
A guide for parents and carers 

 

 



Introduction 

From last year, the Government made the 
following changes in schools: 

• They abolished National Curriculum Levels – 
leaving schools free to decide how best to 
report on how well children were achieving 
 

• They increased their expectations of what 
children should be able to do in each year 
group as part of a new National Curriculum 

 

This means that: 

 

•  The content of the curriculum is now 
even more challenging 

• Each school will report how well children 
are doing in a completely different way 
 

 



Other changes from this year include: 

 

• An emphasis on children being able to 
solve real life problems in maths, 
puzzles and use reasoning 

• Brand new SATS KS2 tests which will 
be set out slightly differently  

• A grammar, spelling and punctuation 
SATS test for children in Year 2 

• A new way of reporting KS2 SATS 
scores to school 
 
They are currently proposing – 
  

• Arranging for KS1 SATS tests to be 
marked by people outside of school who 
don’t know the children 
 
 



How will we be assessing your child? 

 

In KS1 and KS2 your child will: 

* Be taught the new National Curriculum 
objectives for their year group in English and 
Maths, regardless of the class teacher or group 

*Be tested in Grammar & Spelling, Reading and 
Maths at the beginning of the school year and 
then at the end of each term 

* Be assessed in Writing at the beginning of the 
school year and then at the end of each term 

This means that: 

• We can track how well your child is doing 
throughout the year and report this 
information to you 

• The children will be better prepared for 
SATS and formal testing 

• Your child will get used to the types of 
questions that will be asked  



So how will we grade the children now? 

Within each year group, your child will be assessed 
and awarded one of the following grades each term: 

 

Below – This means that your child is working 
significantly below the standard expected for the 
year group. 

 

Emerging – This means that your child is currently 
working towards the expected standard for their 
year group but they are not quite there yet.   

 

Expected – This means that your child is working at 
the standard that we now expect for their year 
group.  

 

Exceeding – This means that your child is working 
above the standard that we now expect for their age 
group and they have a very deep understanding of 
what they have been taught. 



How do these grades work across each year 
group? 

Year 1 Year 1 Below 
Year 1 Emerging 
Year 1 Expected 
Year 1 Exceeded 

Year 2 Year 2 Below 
Year 2 Emerging 
Year 2 Expected 
Year 2 Exceeded 

Year 3 Year 3 Below 
Year 3 Emerging 
Year 3 Expected 
Year 3 Exceeded 

Year 4 Year 4 Below 
Year 4 Emerging 
Year 4 Expected 
Year 4 Exceeded 

Year 5 Year 5 Below 
Year 5 Emerging 
Year 5 Expected 
Year 5 Exceeded 

Year 6 Year 6 Below 
Year 6 Emerging 
Year 6 Expected 
Year 6 Exceeded 

 



How long should it take for my child to 
reach ‘expected’ for their year group? 

Your child would usually take most of the school 
year to get to the expected level as they need 
to be taught the curriculum for their year 
group in order to get to this standard 

 

What if my child reaches the ‘expected 
standard’ before the end of the year? 

This means that your child will be challenged to 
exceed this standard by the end of the school 
year.  In lessons, your child will be set work 
which is even more challenging. 

 

Is it okay if my child appears to be at the 
same grade for two consecutive terms? 

Yes.  Even though your child is still the same 
grade, they should have improved their score 
and they’ll be closer to ‘expected’ than before. 



What happens in my child doesn’t reach 
‘expected’ for their year group by the end of 
the year? 

We will monitor their attainment closely and 
they may receive some extra help through 
interventions. 

 

My Year 2 child is at ‘Exceeded’ and my Year 
4 child is at ‘Emerging’ – does that mean that 
my Year 2 child has a better attainment than 
my Year 4 child? 

No. It just means that the Year 2 child is a high 
achiever within its own year group and the Year 
4 child is working towards average for its year 
group.  

 

 

 



What happens when the child moves into a 
new year group? 

If your child did not meet the ‘expected’ grade 
for their previous year group, they may 
receive some extra help through interventions 
in the next school year 

 

Your child will be taught the curriculum for 
their new year group and their attainment 
grade will be reset to ‘Below’ from the 
September, unless they scored higher in the 
baseline assessment. 

 

For example:  

 Summer Y3 September Y4 

Ben’s 
Attainment 
grade 

Year 3 expected Year 4 Below 

Automatically reset to 
below at the start of the 
year unless they score 
higher in September’s 
baseline test 



Reporting of your child’s Attainment 
grades 

 

• We will report your child’s grade at the 
end of each term 

• This will be presented visually on a 
graph 

• You can check for progress if your child 
is the same grade as the previous term 

• You can check how close they are to the 
‘expected’ grade for the year group 

 

 

 

 

 


